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If you didn’t happen to catch the Speaker’s race in action, count yourself lucky.  It was sort of like watching a horror movie; think Jaws.
     As the vote kept being pushed back and DeLayed you could hear the music signalling the approaching shark and eventual slaughter.  So how did we come to this?
     Without getting too convoluted, the State House had to vote on rules to govern the procedure for voting for Speaker.  There was a compromise measure that was offered, but was tabled (or done away with) by a vote of 80-68.  This is where it gets interesting (or infuriating as the case may be).  If there had been 14 more ‘no’ votes the compromise wouldn’t 
have lost.  Interestingly, there were 15 Democrats who voted ‘yes’ on tabling; 2 of these were San Antonio Representatives.  For information purposes the 2 San Antonians were Ruth Jones McClendon and Robert Puente.  At this point, Craddick’s main rival withdrew leaving Craddick unopposed for another term as Speaker.
     When the final vote for Speaker arrived, 27 Democrats voted against Craddick including 4 San Antonians: Joaquin Castro, Joe Farias, David Leibowitz, and Trey Martinez Fischer.  Now we only have to wait and see what dark corner of the Capitol these 27 members are relegated to.
     The only good thing I can say about the result is that since Craddick’s ascension to the Speakership Democrats have picked up House seats the past two elections.

     And to Patrick Rose, D-Dripping Springs, who 
said, “Democrats could have done a better job working with Craddick,” I say, oh really.

     How do you work with someone who acts like a mini-Tom DeLay?  
     Remember this is the same Speaker who pushed through the tort deform.  The same Speaker who allowed college tuition to be deregulated resulting in increases of up to 35 percent at some colleges.  He is the same Speaker the pushed through the cuts to CHIP.  Anyone care to guess who was the Speaker that tried to force a vote in favor of vouchers?  Craddick was even involved in the whole TRMPAC trial that brought down DeLay.  Under his Speakership, the House pushed through that idiotic gay marriage amendment.  And remember that obscene cheerleading bill?  And who could forget the whole redistricting fiasco?
     So what can we do?  We can call and write our State Representatives.  We can write letters to the editor.  We can attend meetings.  We can attend the Northwest Democrats Superbowl and make it a success (hint, hint).  
     



Don’t forget to attend our January 20th meeting when District Judge Tessa Herr will give a presentation on the Felony Drug Court.


J. B. Richeson, Helotes City Councilman (and Northwest Democrats member) will speak to us at 8:30 a.m., at our January 20th meeting, for five minutes on the trash dump fire across from O'Connor High School. He will also take questions for five minutes, prior to the program beginning.





Please join us for this important meeting at 8:30 a.m. at Luby’s, 6200 Bandera Rd.



































About our Membership



































Jan. 20th Program: Felony Drug Court and Helotes Fire





Don’t forget to check with Roger Herr at the meeting to see if your dues are paid because the pantry is bare.  The dues help run the organization and allow us to hold fundraisers and other events throughout the year.  Essentially, the dues enable us to operate day-to-day.





The dues are $15 per family.
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The holidays are over, and it is time for us all to go back to work.  For members of Northwest Democrats that means three things:  1) attend our regular meetings, beginning on January 20th to hear Judge Herr’s presentation on the “Drug Court”; 2) participate in our annual Superbowl fundraising effort by attending, contributing and/or getting Silent Auction items; and 3) stay actively involved in the planning for 2008.  


      It’s time for us to get back to work as the largest, the most active, and the hardest working Democratic organization in Bexar County.  (Sorry, I just can’t think of us as a club – a word I associate with a group that is primarily social.)  But, it takes every one of us if we are to succeed.  This is our organization.   We all need to come together and work very hard over the next two years as the strong, cohesive group we have always been.


      We have much to celebrate from the November election and the Rodriguez victory in November.  And, taking back both houses of Congress has been a true cause for celebration.  However, there is absolutely no time to rest on our laurels.  The 2008 election began on November 8th, and we must be ready.  Preparation and organization are the keys to victory – and so we have begun to do both.  Come join us.


      If you haven’t come recently, it’s time to come back.  If you have friends you haven’t invited to come to one of our meetings, bring them with you on the 20th.  If you haven’t joined yet, pay your $15 dues and become an active part of us.  If you have an idea for something new we can do in our community or, if you know of a new strategy we can use to help elect more Democrats, share it with us.


      Already Democratic contenders for the presidency are making themselves known.  Look them all over; consider their platforms.  Decide who has the most opportunity to win in November 2008 and/or who will make the best president.  Then, go to work for them.  2008 is our year to win back the White House!  Let’s get ready to take Bexar County back!!
































































































































Eckhert Road Clean-Up After the Next Meeting


Yes, it is time for our Winter Clean-up!  We have an incredible streak of good weather going for our clean-ups!  New volunteers are welcome and we look forward to seeing the regulars.  If you have some equipment stored at home from the last clean-up, please bring it.  The January clean-up is the 4th and final clean-up of the "contract year" the way the Texas Department of Transportation has us set up.  Thanks to all who have made this accomplishment possible.





Cookies, Bottled Water and Other Goodies Delivered to the Soldiers


Thanks to all the generous members who donated cookies, bottled water, candy, and numerous other items for the injured soldiers at Ft. Sam.  Ruth Stewart and your committee chairman, Gene Marck, trekked over to Ft. Sam Houston after the December meeting with a carload of loot.  After much driving around due to intense security at Ft. Sam, we found the one open gate and drove on to the base.  We eventually found the on-base hotel where the soldiers and families are staying.  We brought the goodies to the second floor library/meeting room where the folks go to relax and socialize.  It was festively decorated for the holidays and our contribution was much appreciated.





Questions? Call Gene Marck, Special Projects Chair.  Office: 614-7400; Cell 273-9201





by Jacob Middleton








Craddick III, Revenge of the Speaker











Sunday, Feb. 4, 2007—Northwest Democrats Superbowl Fundraiser





Saturday, Feb. 17, 2007—Northwest Democrats Meeting.  District 8 candidates and a presentation on the city bond election.





Be sure to check out the Northwest Democrats Official Blog.





http://northwestdemocrats.blogspot.com
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To submit an article or other info, email Jacob Middleton at: TXDemocrat@satx.rr.com






















































































Save This Date: Feb. 4, 2007, Superbowl



































Northwest Democrats, P.O. Box 681911, San Antonio, TX 78268; nwdemocrats@gmail.com
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If anybody wants to help with the Superbowl please call either Joyce, 387-3931, or Jacob, 867-6338.





We still need silent auction items, large and small.  Any item must be in good condition.  If you do donate an item, we will need the donor address and the value of the item.  Is there a gift you got for Christmas and don’t want?





The Superbowl is our major fundraiser that helps us prepare for the upcoming election.
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A Few ‘Joyce’ Words

















In Anticipation & Check This Out



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































by Joyce Dorrycott

















by Gene Marck
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