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By now the elections are over.  We will either be very pleased or somewhat disapointed.  On that note, let me give a big thanks to the volunteers who gave their time bagging, blockwalking, and phoning for us.  You were a tremendous help.


I’m a man of few words; and those few words are hardly ever minced.  Now for anyone who is unahppy with the results and never found the time to bag for an hour at the office, President Harry Truman would like to have a word with you: I speak plainly sometimes.  In fact, I speak bluntly sometimes.  I am going to speak plainly and bluntly today.  These are critical times for labor and for all who work.  There is a great danger ahead.  Right now, the whole future of labor is wrapped up in one simple proposition.

If, in this election, you get a Congress and an administration friendly to 
labor, you have much to hope for.  If you get an 

administration and a Congress unfriendly to labor, you have much to fear, and you had better look out…
If the Congressional elements that made the Taft-Hartley Law are allowed to remain in power, and if these elements are further encouraged by the election of a Republican President, you men of labor can expect to be hit by a steady barrage of body blows.  And if you stay at home, as you did in 1946, and keep these reaction-aries in power, you will deserve every blow you get…


Remember that the reactionary of today is a shrewd man.  He is in many ways much shrewder than the reactionaries of the twenties.  He is a man with a calculating machine where his heart ought to be.  He has learned a great deal about how to get his way by observing demagogues and reactionaries in other countries.  And now he has many able allies in the press and radio.


If you place the 
government of this country under the control of those who hate labor, whom can you blame if measures are thereafter adopted to destroy the powers, prestige, and earning power of labor?
This was an excerpt from a speech in Detroit on Labor Day in 1948 by President Truman.  Now for anyone who feels that was a bit harsh, how about a word from one of my favorite authors, Dr. Seuss and his book, The Lorax: And all that the Lorax left here in this mess was a small pile of rocks, with one word… “UNLESS.”  Whatever that meant, well, I just couldn’t guess.

That was long, long ago.  But each day since that day  I’ve sat here and worried and worried away.  Through the years, while my buildings have fallen apart, I’ve worried about it with all of my heart.


“But now,” says the Once-ler, “Now that you’re here, the word of the Lorax seems perfectly clear.  UNLESS someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better.  It’s not.

And just an FYI our Super Bowl party is coming up.  This helps us prepare for 2008, so please help out.


Don’t forget to attend our November 18th meeting when Roger Herr will present a PowerPoint presentation of the November 7th election results.  This presentation will focus on Bexar County and will be an in-depth analysis of these results.  Roger does an excellent statistical analysis.  A question and answer session will follow.


Please join us for this important meeting at 8:30 a.m. at Luby’s, 6200 Bandera Rd.
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Nov. 18th Program: Election Analysis





Eckhert Rd Clean-up to Follow November Meeting


Join the merry band of cleaners for our final clean-up of the year.  We are "staying the course" on Eckhert Road so that we can keep our NW Democrat signs proudly waving over the fruited plain of Leon Valley and San Antonio. 





Questions? Call Gene Marck, Special Projects Chair.  Office: 614-7400; Cell 273-9201
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November 7th will have come and gone by the time you receive this newsletter.  The results in some races will please us; results in others will disappoint us.  But, for all those who have worked so many long and tedious hours working for our Democratic candidates in Bexar County and statewide, there will be at least the knowledge that we did all that we could to assure our candidates’ victory.  





Some of us have done this work for years; for others it has been a new experience.  For all of us it has been a labor of love – love for our country, our party and for our organization.  Northwest Democrats has now been actively involved in the general election process for 10 years, and we expect to be for the next 10 years.





As we have worked together we have come to appreciate each other and the strength of the organization we represent.  My thanks go out to each of you who bagged literature, walked to deliver it, made phone calls or contributed in any manner to this effort.  We have come closer together these last weeks and, hopefully, we will continue that same spirit as we prepare for 2008.





We will all have a brief period to celebrate our victories and to mourn our defeats.  Then, we must begin to prepare for the biggest challenge our party faces in 2008 – putting a Democrat back in the White House!!  Already plans are underway for the Super Bowl event that is our biggest fundraiser each year.  The Herr family has invited us to have this party at their beautiful home in Cross Mountain.  If you haven’t seen their home, it will be worth the price of the tickets just to do so.  Contact our Acting Chair and Vice Chair, Jacob Middleton, if you wish to help in this event.





There is no way to truly thank Jacob for all that he did to keep this effort going so well while I was gone.  So many have told me what a great job he did.  I was sure that he would do so, or we would never have gone to New England during the middle of the campaign.





And, while we are thanking people, we should all remember to thank Carrie Willborn for her four years of service as our chair.  Don’t forget to do so next time you see her – or send a card to her at 6514 Laurelhill, 78229, expressing your appreciation.





While in New England, Don and I not only enjoyed the beautiful leaves, we also visited the headquarters of Ned Lamont and Joe Lieberman in Hartford, CT.  This is a race many of us will be watching closely on election night.  And, if you ever think the political ads in Texas are tough, you should see the ones in Connecticut!!
































































































































Many thoughts come to mind on this Election Day - outrage at the Republican tactics across the country where they are using false “robo” calls to confuse and anger voters in key congressional districts; frustration that voter rolls were created across the country leaving many voters off; including the governor of South Carolina (a Republican); voting machines that don’t work and already are forcing Delaware County, Indiana, to keep its polls over for two hours and forty five minutes; and other miscellaneous efforts affecting the ability of voters to cast their votes. In a country as large and technologically advanced as ours, you would think we could conduct fair and efficient elections.  





While we have been fortunate in Bexar County to have few problems in our recent elections, it is time to organize and go to the legislature asking that a law be passed requiring a paper trail for our ballots.  It is extremely reassuring  to walk away from the polls and feel confident that your vote is being counted and that contested elections have a realistic chance to get accurate recounts.





Voting should be one of our most cherished freedoms.  And, no one can protect it but us.  In a country where our freedoms are increasingly restricted, this is one freedom that we should work to protect.





It is hard to look at voting figures and realize how many of our citizens fail to exercise their right to vote – and fail to do anything to help get others to vote.  While we at Northwest can be proud of what we have done the past few months, we could have done so much more if more of our members had come even once to bag or spent an hour walking or phoning voters.  Yes, we are all busy – but we must never be too busy to protect our democracy.





by Jacob Middleton








Pick Up a Mirror











Sat., Nov. 18th  8:30 a.m. Northwest Democrats Mtg., Luby’s, 6200 Bandera, just outside 410.





Mon., Nov. 20th  6:30 p.m.  Stonewall Democrats Mtg., Grady’s BBQ; 6510 San Pedro Ave. (San Pedro & Jackson Keller); Contact: Bryan Gerard, Phone: 210-590-7030; Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bryangerard@hotmail.com" \t "_blank" �bryangerard@hotmail.com�





Wed., Dec. 6th  6:30 p.m.  San Antonio Young Democrats Mtg., � HYPERLINK "http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&address=411+SW+24th+St&city=San+Antonio&state=TX&zipcode=78207&country=US" \o "View map of Our Lady of the Lake University
Providence Hall
411 SW 24th Street, San Antonio, Texas 78207" \t "_blank" �Our Lady of the Lake University, Providence Hall, 411 SW 24th Street, San Antonio, Texas 78207�; Contact: Chris Garcia, Phone: 210-573-2713 Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Chriscg5@netscape.net" \t "_blank" �Chriscg5@netscape.net�





Sat., Dec. 9th  8:30 a.m.  Northwest Democrats Mtg., Luby’s, 6200 Bandera, just outside 410.





For more events, visit: http://bexardemocrats.org/Calendar.html
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To submit an article or other info, email Jacob Middleton at: TXDemocrat@satx.rr.com












































by Gene Marck












































Don’t Forget…



































Northwest Democrats, P.O. Box 681911, San Antonio, TX 78268; nwdemocrats@gmail.com
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Don’t forget that our meeting in December will be held on the second Saturday.  This year it will be on December 9th.  This meeting is especially important as we will be electing officers for the next two years.  





Also, remember to check with Roger Herr at the November meeting to see if your dues are paid.  Your dues must be current if you wish to vote in the election of our officers.
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While some of you may be anticipating the opportunity to focus on family and friends as you celebrate, others may be calling for your help in the 21st or 23rd Congressional Districts runoff elections.  


We will know by the time this newsletter reaches you if runoffs will be needed to determine the winner(s) in these two districts.  Should runoffs be needed, let’s all get behind the Democrats in the race(s) involved and take these seats back for the Democratic Party.  Runoffs are currently scheduled for December 19th which may interfere with your Christmas shopping.

























































































Leader of the PAC

















Calendar of Events













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A Few ‘Joyce’ Words
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