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"Remember the Alamo" is an old Texas battlecry, but as we head to the polls for this year's congressional elections, here's a new battlecry: "Remember Jack Abramoff!"

He's the disgraced superlobbyist who specialized in wining and dining key congress critters, then getting them to return the favor by delivering tons of our tax dollars to his clients. Jack liked to call the house appropriations committee the "favor factory." Now, there's a nice civics lesson for our youth, isn't it?

But Abramoff got nailed, 

pled guilty and is now telling prosecutors which members delivered what for him. In a panic, house Republican leaders suddenly turned "reformers," rushing out a package of new rules to reel-in the corruption. That was 10 months ago.

When the glare of the cameras moved on to the media's next issue du jour, the lobbyists and leadership quietly took the reforms into a back room and clubbed them to death. Then, in September, in a cynical attempt to cover their skullduggery with a political fig leaf, the leaders passed the tiniest reform possible. It merely requires that appropriations committee members who "earmark" tax dollars for special interests must now sign their names to the earmark.

Even this fig leaf is shredded with loopholes – it does not apply to the 10 money bills already passed this year, and the rule 
expires at the end of this session of congress, just a few weeks from now! Still, the Republicans are desperately trying to convince us that they've ended the "fog" and "shadows" of corruption by "changing the culture of this institution."

This is Jim Hightower saying... That's shabby. Not only are they keeping the culture of corruption intact, but their lie about changing the culture is corrupt. Ironically, the day they passed this fraud of a reform, another of their leaders was arranging guilty pleas on charges of lobbyist corruption. This election year, remember Jack Abramoff!
National radio commentator, writer, public speaker, and author of Thieves In High Places: They've Stolen Our Country And It's Time to Take It Back, Jim Hightower has spent three decades battling the Powers That Be on behalf of the Powers That Ought To Be - consumers, working families, environmentalists, small businesses, and just-plain-folks.



This month we’ll hear from the 21st and 23rd Congressional Candidates: Augie Beltran, Rick Bolanos, John Courage, Adrian DeLeon, Lukin Gilliland, Ciro Rodriguez, and Albert Uresti.



































Special Projects



































Oct. Program: 21st & 23rd Congressional Candidates





Eckert Rd Clean-up moved to November


The next scheduled clean-up is October, which is right in the middle of the political campaign, so the October Clean-up is now going to be moved back to November.  Let’s do some blockwalking this month and the Eckhert Road clean-up in November!  Thanks to one and all.





Questions? Call Gene Marck, Special Projects Chair.  Office: 614-7400; Cell 273-9201
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As many of you know, Don and I left on Tuesday, October 3rd, for two weeks in New England.  Don is from Connecticut, and we have two children in Massachusetts.  During the time that we are gone I hope that more of you will step up and help out in our fall election campaign.


 


We are so grateful to all those who have been bagging, walking or helping in any way at all.  There is still so very much to be done.  We especially need people to help deliver literature to the voters.  It is so easy, so quick and so important.  Jacob, Don and I have been walking almost every morning.  We have an easy way of doing it, so come to the office, talk to Jacob, and he will be glad to explain how even those of us who are older can help out in this way.  If you can't walk, then come in during the day or on Friday evenings from 6:30 to 9 pm and bag for those who do walk.  Our candidates have provided great refreshments, and we all enjoyed the visit of Chris Bell to our office on September 22nd.  We can all thank Jacob for arranging that visit.


 


Sharing our offices with Joaquin Castro provides us with daily reminders of how hard some of our candidates are working to become elected or re-elected.  It takes all their time and energy to contact the voters, determine who they can depend on to vote for them, and to make their plans to get their supporters to the polls.  


 


This is not an election where any of us can take victory for granted.  We are in a political war to retake control of our country's political system from those who have been exploiting us, lying to us, and misusing our political system for their own political gain.  We cannot take this election lightly.  We are fighting for the very soul of our country.  Whether it is the effort to regain control of one or both of the houses of Congress, retake the governorship of Texas, become the majority in the Texas House or Senate, or win judicial offices, the need to do so is critical.  After these last years of Republican control we are rapidly becoming a different country - not the one the founding fathers created - but one in which we increasingly see a grab for power beyond anything we have seen in our lifetimes.





Don't be one who wakes up on November 8th regretting what you failed to do - whether it was failing to talk to your neighbor about voting, or never found time to help in a more active way.  Regrets won't help us; your active involvement in this fall's political campaign will.  Help us help you and the rest of our citizens.  Get active in the campaign.  We need you NOW.
































































































































Reminder, early voting starts October 23rd (two days after our October Saturday meeting) and goes to November 3rd.  Early voting sites are open from 8 a.m.—6 p.m. Monday—Friday during early voting.  Early voting sites are also open from 8 a.m.—8 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 28th and 12 noon—6 p.m. on Sunday Oct. 29th.  If you vote early you don’t have to worry about finding the correct polling site on Election Day.  A list of early voting sites is available at the Bexar County Elections Department website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.bexar.org/elections" ��www.bexar.org/elections�) or at the Northwest Democrats Campaign Headquarters (5403 Jackwood).  Urge your Democratic friends to go vote early.





Remember, Chris Bell only needs 1 more vote than Rick Perry to become governor.  There is no runoff in the governor’s race.  If Democrats stick together this time, we will have a new governor in Texas.  Think of it as an early retirement present for George Bush.  








by Jim Hightower








A Corrupt “Reform” of Congressional Corruption











Oct., 20th  6:30 p.m. Northwest Democrats Bagging Party, 5403 Jackwood





Oct., 21st  8:30 a.m. Northwest Democrats Mtg., Luby’s, 6200 Bandera, just outside 410.





Oct., 21st  10 a.m.  Northwest Democrats Blockwalking





Oct., 27th 6:30 p.m. Northwest Democrats Bagging Party, 5403 Jackwood 





Oct., 28th  8:30 a.m.  Northwest Democrats Blockwalking





Nov. 3rd  6:30 p.m. Northwest Democrats Bagging Party, 5403 Jackwood





Nov. 4th  8:30 a.m.  Northwest Democrats Blockwalking





Nov., 18th 8:30 a.m.  Northwest Democrats Mtg., Luby’s, 6200 Bandera, just outside 410.





For more events, visit: http://bexardemocrats.org/Calendar.html
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Had Enough of Governor Goodhair?


Had Enough of Carole 4names, 3 parties?


Had Enough of failed leadership?  


Had Enough of Republican Hypocrisy?  


Had Enough of Republican Judges receiving both a state and county pension?  


Had Enough of James Leininger and his millions? 


Had Enough of Republican Judges treating the Bexar County Courthouse like a partisan arena?


Had Enough of higher college tuition?


Had Enough of Texas being ranked high in pollution and low on education?


Had Enough of the cuts to the CHIP program?


Had Enough of the teaching to the test system?


Had Enough of this Do-Nothing Republican Congress?


If you’ve Had Enough there’s one easy way to fix this…Vote Democratic.

















by Gene Marck















































My gosh, here it is, October already and it seems January just began! Can you believe it?  A lot has been going on since our last meeting. In the event you weren't able to have attended, Chris Bell, our nominee for Governor, was at our headquarters Friday, September 22. Our Democratic County Commissioner, Precinct 4, Tommy Adkisson, and his lovely wife brought Chris Bell to our headquarters after a fundraiser held for him at another location had ended.  We had about 100 volunteers and guests there to welcome him.  Lots of activity going on in our office daily. We are bagging, walking, doing mailouts and lots of stuff! Lots more to do, also!  Every Saturday, we walk, bag and prepare for the following Monday. This is where YOU come in, my fellow members! There is a shortage of walkers for precincts in the Northwest Democrats area.  I called a dear friend that also happens to be a College Professor and asked for her help. She in turn gave me the names and telephone numbers of several Professors that I called and spoke with, explaining why I was calling and they, in turn, have helped me by having a few of their students come in and help for their hours of OJT. This has been indispensable. 


 


We will be down to the wire by the time you receive this newsletter, with less than 3 (yes, THREE!) weeks before elections!  Our officer needs your help! Our name is out there as the strongest Democratic organization in Bexar County, and we have to keep working hard to maintain our image by making a difference in the elections.  We cannot forget that we are hoping there will be a runoff in U.S. Congressional District 23. It is imperative that every Democrat in that district vote. Please select a Democratic candidate in the District 23 race and get all your friends to vote. Vote early if possible and take friends with you to vote.





I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our volunteers for the effort put out by them in helping to get the word out on the crucial upcoming elections. Our Candidates have noticed, and I would like to thank:  St. Rep Joaquin Castro, Lukin Gilliland, Judge Monica Guerrero, Rep. Jose Menendez, Judge Barbara Nellermoe, Ciro Rodriguez, Judge Peter Sakai, Barbara Scharf-Zeldes and Albert Uresti. The food and drinks supplied on Friday night for our volunteer baggers, etc. has been purchased and donated by these fine Candidates. This is one way of appreciation shown by them. If I omitted someone, it was not purposely done, please let me know and I will correct it. 





I have worked for you four years now. It has been an honor being the Chair of the Northwest Democrats I have enjoyed serving you tremendously.  For two of the years I had a running battle with Cancer. Sometimes it was a tough battle and being Chair was a real challenge. I believe I have beaten Cancer and I would like to serve an additional term for you and see our next Democratic President elected. Our membership has almost doubled from four years ago and I feel I have done an excellent job for you.  I am asking you for your vote and support for another term as your Chairman.  If you have considered holding an office or are interested in any particular office, please feel free to call me.  I will be happy to let you know what duties go with that office and what to expect. 






































Northwest Democrats, P.O. Box 681911, San Antonio, TX 78268; nwdemocrats@gmail.com
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Message from the Chair

























































































A Few ‘Joyce’ Words

















Had Enough? Vote Democratic.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































By Carrie Willborn





Calendar of Events

















Early Voting
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