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For about the past month or so, Republicans have begun to simply use “Democrat” to describe anything associated with the Democratic Party.  You might have heard the president refer to “…members of the Democrat Party” at a recent press conference.  

Anytime a Republican or anyone for that matter incorrectly uses the term Democrat in this way you need to correct them immediately and on the spot; I don’t care if they’re a relative or your best friend.  It is not the Democrat Party.  It is not the Democrat members of Congress, or mayor or whichever elected official.  It is not Vote Democrat.  It is not the Democrat nominee.  It is not Democrat elected officials or officeholders.  It is not the Democrat National Committee.  It is the Democratic Party, Democratic members of Congress, Vote Democratic, the Democratic nominee, Democratic elected officials, the Democratic 
National Committee, 
and so on.
Now as an individual you are a Democrat.  You might be represented by a Democrat.  For example, Trey Martinez Fischer, David Leibowitz, Carlos Uresti, Robert Puente, Ruth Jones McClendon, Mike Villarreal, Jose Menendez, and Joaquin Castro are all Democrats.  They are also Democratic members of the Texas Legislature.  In November, you will be voting Democratic and for individual Democrats or Democratic officeholders (I hope).  In Congress there are the House Democrats and the Senate Democrats.  But Charlie Gonzalez is a Democratic member of Congress.  Barbara Radnofsky will be the Democratic Senator from Texas and Chris Bell will be the Democratic Governor of Texas.

Republicans have begun trying to change it from Democratic to Democrat because by definition democratic pertains to “the principle of political or social equality 
for all” or “advocating or upholding democracy.”  See, saying Democratic just conjures up too many good things.  Republicans don’t have this problem because they only have Republican for everything.
If the Republicans want to play name game how about we start calling them the Republican’ts and the Republican’t Party.  Why the Republican’ts: they can't tell us the truth about invading Iraq.  They can't find the WMDs they scared us with.  They can't come up with a plan to get us out of Iraq.  They can't protect our wallet.  They can't protect our environment.  They can't protect our civil liberties.  They can't protect our Constitution.  They can't lower our gas prices.  They can't lower our insurance rates.  They can't lower our college costs.  They can't adequately fund our schools.  They can't pay our teachers fairly.  They can't balance the budget.  They can't pay down the debt.  They can't lead on hurricane relief.  They can’t restore the cuts to CHIP.  (Hat tip to http://muse-musings.blogspot.com) 





Charlie Gonzalez is currently in his fourth term in the United States Congress.  He is a member of the New Democrats and the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.  Congressman Gonzalez is currently a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee where he serves on the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet, the Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection, and the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
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Sept. Program: Congressman Charlie Gonzalez





Stuff the Bus Project a Great Success


Many thanks to all who contributed to the Stuff the Bus collection of school supplies for needy families.  We collected over 190 pounds of school supplies!  Your generosity was overwhelming.  The supplies have been delivered to the Children's Shelter which is the organizing body for Stuff the Bus.  Your contributions will make a big difference to many young students in San Antonio.





Questions? Call Gene Marck, Special Projects Chair.  Office: 614-7400; Cell 273-9201





Complicated November Ballot





2004-2006 Officers


Chair


Carrie Willborn


340-7995


Vice Chair


Jacob Middleton


867-6338


Secretary


Sandra Muren


Treasurer


Roger Herr


Program Director


Charles Riley


Membership


Carmen Blyth


Special Projects


Gene Marck, 273-9201


Communications


Ruth Stewart


Publicity


Jeannie Ricketts


Liaison


Althea Montez


Past Chair


Joyce Dorrycott


Historian


Mamie Campbell


Sunshine Comm.


Carmen Blyth




















September, 2006


Volume 10	 Issue 9 





Northwest Democrats


News











Again and again recently I have been appalled by the number of Democrats who say they are voting for “Kinky” Friedman or Carole Strayhorn.  To hear them talk these two are real “independents.”  They are not.   They are Republicans in sheep’s clothing – cynically using the electoral process for their own benefit – for both knew they could not beat Rick Perry in a Republican Primary. 





If we did not have a credible, electable Democrat in the race I might understand this protest vote.  But we do.  How we can remotely think of squandering this golden opportunity to put a Democratic governor back in Austin is beyond my comprehension.  Haven’t 12 years of Republican leadership hurt us enough?  If you are one of those who is contemplating voting for any one of the three Republican alternatives, please rethink your position and join the rest of we Democrats who are staying in the Democratic fold to vote for Chris Bell.  If the 40% plus of us who vote Democratic hold together, the governorship will be ours.





While the race in District 23 offers a smorgasbord of Democratic candidates in the November 7th election, the contest in District 21 offers a choice between John Courage and Gene Kelly.





In District 23 we have the first real opportunity to take this seat from the Republicans.  All candidates are participating in what looks like a nonpartisan ballot on November 7th.  Many voters are confused about the process for this election.  Unlike the governor’s race which requires only the most votes to win, if no one receives a majority vote of 50% plus one in these congressional races in November, the two top vote getters in the congressional races will participate in a runoff on December 12th.  We must deny Bonilla and Smith the ability to reach that majority number on November 7th.  Runoff elections offer us our real opportunity at victory.





Meantime, please do all that you can to assure Democratic victories across the board.  The ballot will be long; voting may become tedious; and the temptation will always be there to quit before you reach the bottom of the ticket.  I’m sure that Barbara Scharf-Zeldes is hoping you don’t do that.  Vote all the way to the bottom – and then vote for the Edwards Aquifer and/or BexarMet Water Districts after that.  Voting is a distinct privilege.  Use it!!  And, don’t forget – “Had Enough, Vote Democratic!”  Bought your bumper sticker yet?



































































































































The past month has been a trying one as well one of deep satisfaction.  We have a number of our members to thank that all was up and running in time for our office opening.  I hope I don’t forget anyone – if so, let me know – but here is a list of those who were especially faithful:  Carrie Willborn for dealing with the landlord and finally getting the carpeting in and the air conditioning working; Bert and Jacob Middleton who are always there to lend a hand; Reese Dorrycott for loaning computers and continually working to see that all our electronic equipment worked; Gene Marck for being so gracious as to keep climbing ladders to replace filters and bulbs; Felicia Morales for decorating the office; Jesse Garcia for always lending a hand where needed; Don Green for always being there doing what needed to be done; Larry Ricketts for moving the refrigerator, putting up the banner, etc., people who lent us furniture or equipment – Reese, Felicia, David Leibowitz, Jimmy Willborn.





I do hope I didn’t forget anyone.  If so, let me know so that I can publicly thank you.  Now that we are open we have had some very faithful volunteers – Cecilia Perez, Sue Wilson, Doris Johnston, Anita Sanchez, Evelyn Mortola, Esmeralda Rodriguez and all those great folks who showed up to bag literature on Friday night.  Eighteen people came to work, including Larry Noll, his wife, and Adam Zeldes.  Judge Barbara Nellemoe furnished refreshments and stayed to visit.  Judge Peter Sakai and candidate Lukin Gilliland came by also.  The volunteers bagged 970 bags of literature for 20 Democratic candidates.  Then, on Saturday, Charlie and Darby Riley, Bert and Jacob Middleton, Adam Cavazos and Jesse Garcia, Barbara Moschner and Ruth Stewart, Esmeralda Rodriguez and her nephew, and Ciro Rodriguez and two of his volunteers walked 653 houses delivering our literature.  The Rileys and the Middletons came back on Monday to deliver over 200 more.  And, during the week, Don Green put together 370 yard signs and 12 2x4’s for candidate Carlton Spears.





I could go on.  But, in telling you what has been accomplished, I also want to tell you how much remains to be done by the many of you who are not participating.  Don’t wait to be asked.  Call our office at 523-8683; come by to help at 5403 Jackwood; and take seriously all our responsibilities to help out.  If you can’t walk, you can bag; if you get tired of bagging, call for True Blue (all our computers are on the internet now); look up phone numbers or do any one of the myriad tasks Jacob and I don’t have time to do.  If you haven’t seen our headquarters, you really owe it to yourself to come and see it.





We need you.  Can we count on you?








by Jacob Middleton








Vice’s Venue: Democrat or Democratic?  How About Republican’ts














Sept., 15th  6:30 p.m.  NW Democrats Bag It Party, 5403 Jackwood (our campaign headquarters).  523-8683.





Sept., 16th  8:30 a.m. NW Democrats Mtg., Luby’s, 6200 Bandera, just outside 410.





Sept., 16th  10:30 a.m.  NW Democrats Block Walking, 5403 Jackwood, 523-8683.





Sept., 18th  6:30-8 p.m.  Stonewall Democrats Monthly Mtg., Grady’s BBQ, 6510 San Pedro Ave. Contact: Bryan Gerard, (210) 590-7030; email: bryangerard@hotmail.com





Sept., 26th  5:30-7:30 p.m. Fundraising Reception for Barbara Scharf-Zeldes for Probate Court 2, The Ariel House, 8118 Datapoint Drive.  RSVP: (210) 699-6589.





Oct., 21st 8:30 a.m.  Northwest Democrats Mtg., Luby’s, 6200 Bandera, just outside 410.





For more events, visit: http://bexardemocrats.org/Calendar.html
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LOST CAMERA



























































I pray you to pause and consider. Against our traditions we are now entering upon an unjust and trivial war, a war against a helpless people, and for a base object-robbery. At first our citizens spoke out against this thing by an impulse natural to their training.  Today the have turned, and their voice is the other way.  What caused this change?  Merely a politician' trick-a high sounding phrase, a blood-stirring phrase which turned their uncritical heads: Our Country, right or wrong!  An empty phrase, a silly phrase. It was shouted by every newspaper, it was thundered from the pulpit, the Superintendent of Public Instruction placed it in every schoolhouse in the land, the War Department inscribed it upon the flag.  And every man who failed to shout it , or who was silent, was proclaimed a traitor-none but those others were patriots. To be a patriot, one had to say, and keep on saying, “Our Country, right or wrong," and urge on the little war. Have you not perceived that phrase is an insult to the nation....





Only when a republic's life is in danger should a man uphold his government when it is in the wrong. There is no other time.





This Republic's life is not in peril. The nation has sold its honor for a phrase. It has swung itself loose from its safe anchorage and is drifting, its helm is in pirate hands. The stupid phrase needed help, and it got another one: "Even if the war be wrong we are in it and must fight it out: we cannot retire from it without dishonor." Why, not even a burglar could have said it better. We cannot withdraw from this sordid raid because to grant peace to those little people upon their terms-independence-would dishonor us.  You have flung away Adam's phrase-you should take it up and examine it again. He said, "An inglorious peace is better than a dishonorable war."  You have planted a seed, and it will grow. 



































Northwest Democrats, P.O. Box 681911, San Antonio, TX 78268; nwdemocrats@gmail.com
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This will be discussed briefly at the meeting, but it’s worth repeating.  The November ballot is going to have the Congressional election in Districts 21 and 23, the special election in State Senate District 19, the general election ballot, and the nonpartisan races for BexarMet and the Edwards Aquifer Authority.  The sample ballot for November is currently five pages long.  On the electronic voting machine, this means some voters may have to go through 17 pages.





LOST—at August Northwest Democrats meeting—our Canon A80 Digital Camera.  Don left it on the table of the booth we were sitting in.  Went back 10 minutes later, and it was gone.  Case included two other media cards plus the one in the camera.  Lots of pictures including the ones we took in Hawaii in January.  If you picked it up to save it for us, or saw someone else do so, please call me at (210) 387-3931 or (210) 523-8683.  Thanks.—Joyce
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Peace With Honor

























































































A Few ‘Joyce’ Words

















Calendar of Events



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Submitted by Bill Stavisky, Mark Twain and the three Rs 

















by Joyce Dorrycott





Leader of the PAC
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